THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
continued to circulate, and, as is usual in Con-
stantinople, none could be too preposterous for
belief. One had it that a thousand of the Yildiz
garrison had laid down their arms, while three or
four times that number had got away, with a
number of guns, in the direction of Therapia, a
fashionable summer resort up the Bosphorus. A
later report added that the fugitives had the
Sultan with them, and half a dozen times
during the preceding week he had been repre-
sented as now taking refuge at the German
Embassy, now stepping aboard his yacht, regard-
less of the fact that the yacht lay above the
bridges, in the Golden Horn! According to a
still wilder account, the great barracks at Scutari,
on the Asiatic side, refused to surrender, and
had even intimated to the Salonika leaders that
if they dared to fire a single shot at Yildiz they
would retaliate by shelling the European quarter
of Pera, thereby compelling the embassies to
intervene. That the available guns in Scutari
could hardly reach Pera counted for nothing, so
ready were people to believe the worst
Sunday passed quietly, Yildiz was reported
to be surrendering gradually, not without pour-
parlers. To prevent disturbance in Stamboul,
and possibly also to facilitate the reduction of
the garrison at Scutari, the Bridge was held by
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